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The Ridgewood Public Library is dis-
playing photographs by members of the
Hobbyists Camera Club through the end
of November.

The display contains images from 17
members of the club, with subjects cov-
ering a range of people, places and
things.

Giancarlo Bisone leads the class.
“He’s been our mentor and patient

guide for well over a decade,” said Lou
Karcher.

Each month, Bisone presents photos
for the class to review, followed by a
video tutorial on a photography tech-
nique and then gives the group an as-
signment.

“The photos you view all reflect some
aspect of his guidance,” Karcher said.

When it comes to taking his own
photographs, Bisone doesn’t necessar-
ily plan a specific topic or genre in ad-
vance.

“Usually I decide to photograph
something that catches my eye either by
its shape, light or color,” Bisone said. “I’d
like to convey to the viewers of my pho-
tos the same visual experience I got
when I took the photos.”

Scott Abbey took his photographs
while on safari in South Africa. He
snapped “Elephants Playing” from a
spot where the animals didn’t notice
him.

“The herd of elephants approached
the water and started drinking, cleaning
themselves and otherwise playing
around,” he said. “I probably took 100
images and chose this one as the most
interesting and pleasing.”

The moon is a muse for Dr. Jack M.
Rosenberg.

“It fascinates me,” he said. “I’m al-
ways interested about astronomy and
how it’s so close but so far away.”

Lew Dickinson focused on a heron at
Darlington Park.

“Usually this bird is very skittish and
difficult to get close to,” he said. “On this
day, it allowed me to get close and I was
able to take several nice shots, one
handed at that, with my iPhone.”

William Reade ties his gear to his mo-
torcycle and finds his subjects while
he’s out riding.

“I'll take two to three shots, some-
times up to five,” he said. “If I can't cap-
ture a good image in three to five, then
it's not what I wanted, so I move on.”

Rick Pascal photographed a kiva lad-
der while touring Native American
pueblos in New Mexico.

“I was inspired by the geometry and
shadows of the ladder leaning against
the kiva,” he said.

Bill Raftery described the stone
building he photographed as “a simple
structure bathed in autumn light and

colors meant to convey a peacefulness
that invites the viewer to come closer.”

Thomas Heed went to Jersey City on
the anniversary of September 11 to shoot
the New York skyline.

“This picture captured for me the
deep emotion viewers experience when
they see the light tribute,” he said. “All
the suffering that transpired on that
horrible day and the train of events that
followed was almost too much.”

Rurik Halaby has been an avid pho-
tographer for 70 years. His three images
in the display are from his series featur-
ing hands at work.

“To me, few things manifest human-

ity like talented people producing beau-
tiful and useful things with their hands,”
he said. “Work is holy.”

The Ridgewood Public Library re-
quires masks for unvaccinated visitors
and strongly encourages masks for all
visitors.

The Ridgewood Public Library hosts
monthly exhibits of work by local art-
ists. For more information, visit ridge-
woodlibrary.org. For more on The Hob-
byists, visit hobbyists-unlimited.com.
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